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FORTY YOUNG STUDENTS, CHOSEN FROM NEARLY FOURTEEN-THOUSAND, 
ARE CURRENTLY IN WASHINGTON WAITING TO FIND OUT CMONDAY NIG 
6 MARCH) IF THEY HAVE WON SCHOLARSHIPS, RANGING UP TO TEN- 
THOUSAND DOLLARS. THEY ARE THE FINALISTS IN THE THIRTY 
SEVENTH ANNUAL SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH. VOA SCIENCE EDITOR 


LASZLO DOSA PREPARED THIS REPORT. 


A SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD BOY FROM NEW YORK BUILT A COMPUTER TO 
OPERATE A ROBOT, CAPABLE OF PERFORMING TWO-HUNDRED-FIFTY-— 
SIX DIFFERENT TASKS, INCLUDING SWEEPING THE FLOOR. A 
SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLD CALIFORNIA BOY DEVELOPED A TECHNIQUE FOR 
ANALYZING SEISMIC WAVES FROM EARTHQUAKES. HE BELIEVES 

THE TECHNIQUE COULD BE USED FOR CALCULATING AND PREDICTING 
WHETHER A BUILDING COULD WITHSTAND AN EARTHQUAKE. AN 
EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD POLISH-BORN BOY IN PHILADELPHIA 
CONSTRUCTED A WIND TUNNEL TO TEST DATA NEEDED FOR STUDYING 
THE FLIGHT OF BIRDS. AND A SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLD GIRL FROM 
HAWAII IS ABOUT TO SOLVE THE MYSTERY OF HOW ENZYMES ~~ 
CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES -- CONTROL THE STORAGE OF ENERGY IN 


FOODS. 


THESE FOUR YOUNGSTERS, AND THIRTY-SIX OTHERS, MAKE UP THE 
FINALISTS IN THE ANNUAL, NATIONWIDE SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH, 
SPONSORED BY THE WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC CORPORATION. THE 
TEN GIRLS AND THIRTY BOYS WERE BROUGHT TO WASHINGTON TO 
DISPLAY THEIR PROJECTS AT THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. 
EACH FINALIST WAS ALSO GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN 

HIS OR HER PROJECT TO A PANEL OF JUDGES, COMPOSED OF 
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DISTINGUISHED SCIENTISTS. THESE JUDGES WILL SELECT THE 
WINNERS OF TEN MAJOR SCHOLARSHIPS, THE OTHER FINALISTS 
RECEIVE CASH AWARDS OF TWO-HUNDRED-FIFTY DOLLARS EACH, 
AS WELL AS THE EXPERIENCE OF A MEMORABLE FIVE DAYS IN 
WASHINGTON WHERE THEY VISIT SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS, GO 


TO THE BALLET, AND MEET NOBEL PRIZE WINNING SCIENTISTS. 


THE SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH PROGRAM BEGAN IN 1942. SINCE 
THEN, NEARLY SEVEN-HUNDRED-THOUSAND HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
HAVE PARTICIPATED AND ALMOST FIFTEEN HUNDRED MADE IT TO 
THE FINALS. SELECTION OF THE FINALISTS IS BASED ON THEIR 
SCHOOL PERFORMANCE, EVALUATION BY THEIR TEACHERS, AND 

A WRITTEN REPORT BY EACH CONTESTANT ON A SCIENCE PROJECT 


OF HIS OR HER CHOICE. 


ACCORDING TO A SURVEY OF PAST SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH 
WINNERS, EVERYONE OF THEM WENT ON TO COLLEGE; ALL BUT ONE 
PERCENT CHOSE A SCIENTIFIC CAREER, AND SEVENTY PERCENT -- 
TWENTY-FIVE TIMES THE NATIONAL AVERAGE -- RECEIVED A 
DOCTOR'S DEGREE. TWO OF THE PAST WINNERS HAVE GONE ALL THE 
WAY -- WINNING A NOBEL PRIZE. IN ADDITION, TWO PAST 
WINNERS HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE FIELD MEDAL, THE HIGHEST 


HONOR IN MATHEMATICS. 
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